YOU CAN'T HURT 
WHAT YOU CAN'T A/T, 


SLEDGEHAMMER! 


BE NOTHIN! BUT A PILE 
OF SCRAP METAL! 


YON, A MAN 
I DIDN'T EVEN 
LiKE--" 
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4 PARTICULARLY WHEN I HEARD OWE 
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peaiie rams 

*~ SHATTERING THE NIGHT, 

INDING THEM MOMENTARILY, 
ni THEY 


WHAT'S GOIN' ON? THIS 
WuzZ SUPPOSED TO BE 
A LOUSY H/T, ANOTHER 
CRUMMY RUB-OUT/ 


JUST THE May BEFORE 


i || 
. a 
ry 
J “AS I 
ONE HOOD: 


By It WAS RUNYON, 
COWERING LIKE 
A FRIGHTENED 
CHP!" 


ALL 
BULLETS -- JUST, 
BOUNCIN’ OFF/ 


HEARD 
RAWO ~- ARRK-- 


Be 


BASHING, PALSY! 
MY BOYS! 


\--AND THIS TIME, I_ WAS MORE 
THAN SIMPLY STASGERED/” FADED, CAR 
SELLA : WE AIN'T GOT my HE SIRENS 
Bay NO PROTECTION® D.." 
IN THIS TOWN/ IF é 
THE FUZZ FINDS 
US, WE'RE 
FINISHED! 


POLICE ARRIVE: 
THEY SOUNDED 
CONFUSED, 
UNCERTAIN.“ 


WE BO, 
BOSS? BLAST 
THIS STEEL 


NO TIME! q res 

WE GOTTA i 7 

6ET BACK TO 1 HEARD ANOTHER 

THE HOTEL-~ nth VOICE-- 
FAST! 


16-15 IT Over? IT'S FOR 6O0'S SAKE, 
RUNYON, SHUT UP! 


SAFE NOW, ISN'T 


it? 


TLL WAVE 

THE POLIOE 

COMMISSIONER'S 
(EAD FOR 


NEW YORK isN'T 
SAFE! LORD, IT'S 


AND THEN WELL, RUNYON? 
START THOs' 
EXPLAINING, \ EXPLANATIONS 


ANG MAKE IT 


AND IT'S LIKE 
{| evn IN THE ko WEST’ 


yOu BE TEI IN’ IT, 
MIGHT 1 ASK? 


AND iF THERE'RE A 
ANSWERS TO 
BE HAD, 


IY NAME 1S. zowseo Y uayor LAGUARDIA 
RUNYON,.. PUBLISHER WiLL YOUCN FOR ME. 
OF THE WEW YORK TL PROVIDE A Rute 
STAR... AND 1 OWN REPORT TO THE POUCE 
A SIZEABLE CHUNK J COMMISSIONER 

OF MIDTOWN. 

MANHATTAN, INCLUD» 

HS 


WELL, IN 
THAT CREE... 
GOODNIGHT TO YOU, 
SIR... AND HAYE A 


PLEASANT EVENING! 


ANSWERS, RUNYON 
YOU PLACED A FULL 


PAGE AD \N THiS AB 
AFTERNOON'S 
ee Gn 


‘ASKING ME 
TO CONTACT 
YOu OUTSIDE 
THE BUILDING 
THis BYENING, 


HE ABRUPTLY SEBMED TO SHRINK, 
ANP STARTED TO TREMG@LE.” 


YOU KNEW THAT 
THiS SLEDGEHAMMER 
GANGSTER WOULD 
BE WAITING THERE 
TO K/L YOU, AND. 
YOU PLANNED FOR 
mE TK 


SLEDSEHAMMI 
TO YOU-- AN? 


V WHY? WHAT'S Y Waai 
FR THE 


YOU MAY NOT HAVE IMPRESSED Sr wasn’ oN RICH, STEEL. I 
| COME Fon ‘3 WEST SIDE 
Wl) FROM A FaMLY AS POOR AS 
ANY SHARECROPPER'S...” 


CONGRESSMAN KUL HAMMER 


AND THE M/L/7TARY 
BRASS WITH YOUR 
SUPERIOR 


2. AND (7 WAS WHILE 
WiTH_ THAT CROWD TH 
FIRST MET EMIL SLEOGESK)...” 


a THATS THE WEW KID, 
Site’ rai Aen: ERD 
> ya 

h 


< 2) 


HIS HANDS 

OO SEEM... 
PISPROPOR- 
TIONATELY 


= HARB.” 


X 


S ZOOKIT Hit, 
HE'S age 
FREAK, 

‘a 


zwas 
(Ay I 


DUMB PoLLack. 
DOESN'T EVEN UNDER- 
@ STAN? AMERICAN’, 


“AND WHEN THE DAY FINALLY 
CAME THAT EM/L KILEG A BOF 
WITH THOSE MASSIVE FISTS, Z 
WAS WITH Hid TAL THE POLICE 
DOWN, TIPPED BY 


"AND ARTER THAT FIRST FIGHT. 
NO ONE EVER CALLED Emil 
SLEOGESK) A FREAK AGAIN. 


ONLY FRIEND...” 


THAT WAS FIFTEEN V HE BECAME a MAS}IT SOUNDS WHO UNDERSTANGS: YOUIRE A 
SICK MIND? I RECEED LUCKY MAN. 
A 7/2 THAT EMIL WAS sineinee 
MENTIONED A 
"HOTEL '-- ay 
IDEAS 
TONIGHT... mee 


Lb THOUSHT. oF ia 


‘AD. “ANOS 
0. 


o THE "ELITE”=- (T'S 
WANT TO WHE NOT~SO- WELL-KNOWN 
YOU, RUNYON? MOB HANGOUT. 


THEN THAT'S WHERE T'LL ) | HAVE A DINER ENGAGEMENT 
FIND SLEDGEHAMMER. WITH CONGRESSMAN KL HAMRETS 
~ 


DAUGHTER KATHY, AND 


HANK HEYWOOO'S JOURNAL: “THE ‘ELITE’ WAS A GUN- 
DOWN IMITATION OF THE WALDORE TUCKED IN 
MANHATTAN'S LESS SAVORY NECHOOOODS. 


SHIVERING WHEN 


SLEDGEHAMMER’S. 
FLUNKIES STANDING 
GUARD...” 


SLEDGEHAMMER! 
I WANT EVERYONE 
To KNOW IT! 


SOMEDAY MY 
NAMES GOING 


1S STAND FOR 
SOMETHING =* 
FREEDOM! 


NOT JUST 
HMTLER'S KIND-- 


YOU'RE TALWIN’ “LP ry oT 
CRAZY! LAIN py BUSi 
NO HITLER! 


Lp 


FTE 


S's 
e MESS 
SIN 


> Hi 
PAC aay 
> a MY BUSINESS ~~ 
uns 


WHATIRE » ¢ HE BETTER BE PAYIN' You [ HE Just PLANTED THAT GIVES ME 
YOU, GOOP TA SAVE His HIDE-- HIS FYST IN THE WALL-~ AN IDEA=~ A 
RUNYON'S CAUSE IT'S GONNA COST AND DIDN'T EVEN Sth ONE! 
3 YOU YALIFE! FEEL /T! 


SRA 
Wed 
Za # 


WHAT'S WITH 
YOU AND RUNYON, 
EDGEHAMMER ? 


WHY COME ALL THE 
WAY TOWEW YORK FROM 
 CHICAGO-- JUST TO WIPE OUT RUNYON?| 


NOW I'VE FOUND 
THAT CREEP-- 


~-AND KICK) Wh 
EVERY OUNCE 
OF POWER I 


2» MUSCLES, 
ALOT OF MUSCLE 
PUT IN A SINGLE BLOW...” 


THAT SOMEONE WAS You! 


Epes LUCKY FOR HIM THERE WERE NO 
SLEDGEHAMMER BEAMS IN_THE WAY,..OR HE'D BE 
SOMEWHAT MORE THAN DAZER, 


S_ THIS WAY, BEFORE THE 
POLICE ARRIVE, T'LL HAVE 
TIME FOR SOME QUESTIONS... 


UNKNOWN 
TIPPED THE 
POLICE TO EMIL 


SLEDGESKI 
MIDE-OUT? 


PLEASE... YOU MUST 2) RY’... WOULD HE HAVE 
1 WAS A BbY, I WAS AMBITIOUS...) TX BECOME THE GANGLORD 
RAL HE |S TODAY, iF You 
Bea (.1 AA7ED THAT SLUM, LD NY HADN'T SET HIM ON 
HAVE DONE ANYTHING 


S) 


YOu, RUNYON. 
SLEDGEHAMMER 

WAG A KLLER... 
PERHAPS UNINTENTIONALLY, 
BUT EVEN SO, HE'D | 
COMMITTED A CRIME. Y | 


"RETURNING TO THE BASE ON LOMG (SL/AN> "| AND AS I CHANGED FROM My 
APTER MY LITTLE ADVENTURE WITH Ben, UNIFORM, WITH ITS vt 


STBBL 
PROTECTIVE UNNG OF 
LfELI CEPRESSED.,. & MIXTURE ARMOR MESH, NTO MY MARINE KHAKI, I 
CIBAPPANTMENT INO ANGER... WONDERED AGAIN IF T'? EVER REALLY 
bia xad od My FELLOW MAN,,,OR £/E 
iM, IFT han 


pa 


BENG, WORSE THAN AN/MALS.¥ ~we 


\ 
oo! 
4 >, x 
PY BUT (F THE ALTERNATIVE TOA 
Mie (_HITLER IS SOMEONE LIKE RHINIOWV-- Ab», 


j oe. \ 
ATE MITLER AND His gar 
NAZIS BECAUSE THEY’ce A , aA 
THE KING OF HUMAN C 


Ut-OH! TEMPER, HEYWOOD! THIS 
IQUARTERMASTERS BARRACKS 
ISN'T FAR FROM THE 

BASE 


aa 


--AND GET 
YOURSELF IN 
GEARS 


THE STEEL SUPPORTS 
IN YOUR SKELETON 


FLOORBOARDS-- 


. 
p 


WELL, Mi 
RUNYON, IT’S 
ABOUT TIME YOu 
ARRIVE? 


PF _ 2 WAS WONDERING WHETHER YOU'D. 
BE SORGOTTEN OUR VATE FOR INNER. 


HAR-HARDLY, KATHY, MY PEAR... I’? SIMPLY BEEN 
GE-DETAINEP PONNTOWN BY SOME UNPLEA-LINPLEAS~ 


ANTNESS.. 
EOWARP, YOU'RE ALL OUT 
eA OF BREATH! IS SOMETHING 
WRONG F a 


FRA-FRANKLY, 
T JUST HAP THI 
MOS’ 


iT TERRIFYING 
EXPERIENCE OF 
MY LdF% 


THAT'S THE LAST OF THEM. 


ALL RIPE FOR FLLUNDPER...| 
= 


(ampere 

HEYWOOPS iOURNAL ree HAROLY 
EN BACK TO MY BARI 7 INTO BED 

ReeN ete a WAS A Dy ot TEE 

HE COMPANY 


WIT TOOK ME Leases sen! yr? REACH THE YOU'VE GOT A FIANCEE NAME GLORIA GILES, 
YY OFFICE, BUT MA, HANNIBAL Mg OF GILBERT GILES, THE fj 
fate marr AT ME AS Vo INCETON PROFESSOR 


I DON'T £/4KE LOSING SLEEP, 
PRIVATE. YOU'RE A DAMN GOO? 
QUARTERMASTER CLERK, BUT 
THAT DOESN'T GIVE You 

SPECIAL PRIVILEGES ... 


: CLEAR, SOLVIERZ 


+OLP MAN GILES. HE JUST HA? A HEART 
ATTACK, AN? HIS PAUGHTER WANTS... OR NEES, 
YOU 70 BE THERE. 


LON'T. 
WANTE? TO: MY MOUTH WAS Ge, a ET Tk Sa 
"vu Z COULPN'T EVEN 7HINK ABOuT IT” 


MEANWHILE, IN THE BALL ROG QE WHY, YOU! SOUND? NOTHING, WAS JUST THINKING 
amanee NEW VORE HOTEL», , a ", ABOUT THAT SANCTIMONIOUS 


VIGILANTE .. 
THAT, ., COSTLIMEP” CHARACTER. * - 


WE SAW DOWN IN WASHINGTON, *, 2 > = 
EDWARD... f 


WHAT WAS IT HE CALLED 
HIMSELF? (ON? COPPERZ, 


(HE HAP THE WERVE 
TO CALL ME A-- 
WELL, NEVER MIND. 


» I WAS RATHER HOPING TO SEE 
HIM AGAIN, SOMEHOW. PERHAPS... 
SOCMALLY 2, 


WHAT IT 45, MY LOVELY, IS AN RATHER GOOZ EH? BUT 
ULTRA-SONIC STUNNER -- WHAT ELSE WOLILP ONE 
iE MOST WOALS EXPE: 

OF THE GADGETS IN MY 
REPERTOIRE / 


THAT SOLIN?/ (Bp 


bine yy 


EDWARD, . WHAT 
CAN We JO2 


HEYWOOPE JOURNAL: "TRAFFIC LAND WHENT 
Wie eney Zempewmee sume | (ite Rac 
Bea aly vier aa cies o Suoryce| (MEO 
GOT CAUGHT BEHIND SOME TIRLICKS.| 


WHAT Z NEED IS SPEEC/ 
PROFESSOR GILES ONCE 


VOY WAN WOULD HAVE BEEN SRT RAT: 
bse BIE TON PRcTECIED ie CLOCKEP We AT 
INUURY-- BUT MY JEEP WAS RUINED! | : me MILES PER HOLIR..: 
<> 


TWENTY MILES 
TO MANHATTAN, TTLE 
TAKE. ME HOURS TO 
GET THERE IF I 
WAIT 10 CLEAR Lip ft 


NY GRATITAICE coe 
YOUR GRACIOUS 


WERSHOULD ALL 
PART IN FIGHTING THE 
GREAT 


MOMENTS LATER, AFTER THE i HANK HEYWOOTE JOURNAL 
ELE-STYLEDP GA TEER "I FOUND sipee| i anoreha 
HAS VANISHED INTO THE NIGHT. PWARP, IPSPITAL ‘Ni 
BROUGHT Hee RATNER, ane 


WHEN SHE Saw ME, SHE WAS 
CRYING 


THE 
POLICE WILL FIND 
HIM, KATHY. 


YOUR MESSAGE 
"A PART ATTACK 2 


sO N,../ HE 

S READING THE 
WSFAPERS, 

SOME ARTICLE ABOUT LORD, JF GILES 27 


ES, 
THAT MADMAN STEE: THEN 2M RESPONSIBLE: 


NA: Fie = SEPT E™ GREED-GAMES of the GADGETEER! 


AND THE Soemenr oe Hae LESS: «no AAANHUNT! fa 
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STRUCTIBLE MAN, while not being alll it could be, 
shows potential of becoming one of the better comic 
magazine series. ts potential still partly clouded, 
but can be summed up in a few questions, 

‘Who or what Is Steel? So far we have a brilliant "Joe 
Blow” American who enlists at the drop of a dime (or 
Poland) and ends up pitting himself against the "forces 
of evil” as the champion of democracy. All good and 
fine, but ... | can detect no soul, 

We have to look below his facade of averageness. If 
there Is nothing there, we have only a shade of a person, 
a cardboard cutout matched against assorted newsprint 
nasties. Come now, Gerry! Who could identity with that 
except a tree? Let's look deep, past the tinfoil exterior 
‘and find the real Hank Heywood. Let's take a look at his 
‘strengths, and more importantly, his flaws. Stee!, you 
know, Is cast from iron and carbon.Carbon comes in two 
forms, graphite and diamond. Graphite is the form used 
In steel, and is one of the softest materials known. 

Henry “Hank” Heywood: brilliant assistant of Dr. 
Gilbert Giles ... Hank is @ man of action. He knows 
when to act, and does so without hesitation. He is acon- 
solentious citizen, and acts on his own set of ethics no 
matter where he is, He is patriotic, and plows into 
saboteurs without pause. But our indestructible man Is 
flawed ... of more accurately, tempered. 

He Is proud. He is stubborn. He is headstrong, giving 
Mo thought to his own safety. He must move, must act, 
must be the catalyst. Maybe the torment he went 
through was this: inability, non-motion, non-being. He 
Couldn't stand it. So. . . his fight against the saboteurs 
and fifth columnists is not really primarily against them, 
It Is against non-involvement . . jainst the inertia of 
his nation, and what he sees as the apathy of his tellow- 
Americans, We sees what is going on, why doesn't 
everyone elise? 

Now, perhaps, can see who he is. Hank is steel, 
emotionally as well as physically, His torment will con- 
tinue as long as America ignores Europe, and perheps: 
after war is declared. All this leads to my last question 
--. where is Steel heading? 

Hank has perhaps up to two years before the U.S. 
declares war. He has nine months or so before 
Congress starts to “beet up" the national detense. I'd 
like Steel to be considered more of a vigilante by the 
government. Hank is going to very soon run into the 
“America First Committee.” This committee left no 
stone unturned before WWI to discredit all would-be in- 
terventionists. This committee guided senators, Charles 
Lindbergh, William Randolph Hearst, and others. It is 
more than likely that Gloria and her father will join this 
group or an affiliate. 


| would also like Hank to see the bigotry on both sides 
of the war. issues in the future, we may see what 
happens to. Hank and his friends when the Nise! are put 
in re-location camps during the wer, Maybe Hank could 
have a Japanese/American friend? 


Any direction you take, Gerry, I'm sure Steel won't go 
anywhere but Up 

Howard Kinyon, 

4096 Valley Hwy 9, 

Deming, Va. 98244 


Your letter was greatly appreciated Howard, particular- 
ly since it anewered most of its own questions. Your 
suggestions of what lies behind the men called Stee! 
show that there ‘s a depth of character In Hank 
Heywood, or 8 soul, as you call it. This is an area that 
will become more and more apparent In future issues, 
aewe ais anewer your last question about where Stee! 
\s heading. As to how close you came In your 
‘speculations about Steel's direction, you'll just have to 
keep watching.—CB. 


Dear Ai, 

You know, at first glance, Steel looks like the Six 
Million Dollar Man wearing one of Fighting American's 
old costur , Well, fortunately, | think there's @ lot more 
to him than that. Actually, | think you've got a war hero 
here who could be as good as The Unknown Soldier. 

Now, the key word there is war hero. The most in- 
teresting part of the book was before Hank Heywood 
Put on his costume; after that it seemed jike instant 
duliness. This guy Baron Death doesn't seem like he'll 
be so hot either: he looks as dull as Baron Blitzkrieg and 
Red Panzer put together. | think, then, that Steel would 
be best out of costume, operating as a special agent. 

That's kind of a radical change to ‘suggest in a new 
character, | know, but the first 11 pages were so good 
without any super-heroics, that | wish you could do the 
whole serles that way. It's rare to see so much space 
given to background material, but it paid off 100% and 
‘was the highlight of the book. Consider this: Bionics are 
pretty ho-hum for a super-hero; but for an average Joe 
they're hot stuff indeed. It just might serve to make the 
whole comic more exciting. 

Steel ought to meet Sgt. Rock and DC's other battle 
Starg . . . it almost always makes tor @ good story, Also, |t 
‘seems I've got to suggest a letter column name: how 
about "Indestructible Mail"? 


Beppe Sabatini, 
515 Division St., 
E. Lansing, Mi. 48823 


Not bad, Beppe, though personally we preter “Stee! 
Filings,” @ name suggested by production ace Todd 
Klein, who also designed and executed the logo for the 
column, As for Steel being more exciting out of 
costume, that’s s question we'll ask you readers to 
anewer. However, we're not sure we understand the 
dietinction adler bi oantamtpadent. ta talks 
‘super-hero, while being “hot stuff” for an average joe. It 
seems to us thet ANYONE with euch bionic powers, 
whether costumed or not, would fall Into the classifica- 
tion of super-hero. But what do the rest of you think? 
Let us hear from you at the address on the top of the 
page, and until then, take care, people.—Cary Burkett 


